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BRONX MAN CONVI CTED OF ARMED BANK ROBBERI ES
| N BRONX, WESTCHESTER, AND DUTCHESS COUNTI ES

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that FRANK SM TH
CASTI LLO was convicted | ate Monday, in Wite Plains federal
court, of the arnmed bank robbery of three separate banks | ocated
in the Bronx, Westchester, and Dutchess Counties, respectively.
CASTI LLO was al so convicted of using and carrying a firearm
whi ch was equi pped with a silencer, in connection with each of
t hose robberies, and with conspiring to rob the sane banks, as
wel | as several others. CASTILLO s conviction followed a jury
trial that began on Cctober 25, 2004, before United States
District Judge CHARLES L. BRI EANT.

According to the Indictnment and the evidence presented
at trial, on March 19, 2003, CASTILLO and one of his acconplices
entered the North Fork Bank |ocated at 185 West 231%' Street in
the Bronx. Wile the acconplice junped over the teller counter

and gathered noney in a bag, CASTILLO stood on the bank’s fl oor



and held the custoners and bank enpl oyees at bay with two guns,
one of which was equipped with a silencer. The nmen then made off
with approxi mately $2,421. Using this sanme nmethod of operation,
the two nen robbed the Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union, on
Route 376 in Hopewell Junction, New York, on May 23, 2003, and
the JP Morgan Chase Bank, at 17 Washi ngton Avenue in

Pl easantville, New York, on June 30, 2003. The nen made off with
$9, 401 and $50, 098, respectively, in those two robberies.

CASTI LLO s acconplice, VICTOR MARRERO, previously pled
guilty to participating in the above three bank robberies, as
wel | as several others, and testified at CASTILLO s trial.

CASTI LLO, 47, lived in the Bronx, New York, prior to
his arrest in July 2003 on unrel ated charges relating to his
possession of a firearm and possessi on of explosive materials.
CASTI LLO was convicted |ast spring of those charges in federal
court in Manhattan.

As a result of his convictions for possessing a
sil encer-equi pped firearmin connection with three armed bank
robberies, CASTILLO faces two mandatory |ife sentences and one
mandatory sentence of thirty years’ inprisonnent. Separately, he
faces a maxi mum sentence of twenty-five years’ inprisonnent for
each of the three armed bank robbery convictions and a maxi mum
sentence of five years’ inprisonnent for the conspiracy

convi cti on.



Sentencing is scheduled for 9:00 a.m on February 10,
2005 in Wiite Plains federal court.

CASTI LLO was al so charged in the Indictnment with
robbi ng four additional banks, and carrying firearns in
connection with those robberies. The jury, however, was unabl e
to reach a verdict as to those charges and M. KELLEY did not
announce whet her CASTILLO woul d be retried on those charges.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the New York Gty Police
Departnment, the New York State Police, the Wstchester County
Pol i ce Departnment and the police departnents of Yonkers, New
Rochel | e, East Fishkill, Pleasantville, Briarcliff Mnor,
Bedford, and North Castle, New York, in connection with this
case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JEFFREY A. UDELL and
MARCGERY FEI NZI G are in charge of the prosecution.
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